BOUVARD AND  PECUCHET       31

Since they were able to work together at garden-
ing, they must needs succeed at agriculture; and they
were seized with an ambition to cultivate the farm.
With common sense and study of the subject, they
would get through it beyond a doubt

But they should first see how others carried on
operations, and so they drew up a letter in which
they begged of M. de Faverges to do them the
honour of allowing them to visit the lands which he
cultivated.

The count made an appointment immediately to
meet them.

After an hour's walking, they reached the side of
a hill overlooking the valley of the Orne. The river
wound its way to the bottom of the valley. Blocks
of red sandstone stood here and there, and in the
distance larger masses of stone formed, as it were,
a cliff overhanging fields of ripe corn. On the oppo-
site hill the verdure was so abundant that it hid the
house from view. Trees divided it into unequal
squares, outlining themselves amid the grass by more
sombre lines.

Suddenly the entire estate came into view. The
tiled roofs showed where the farm stood. To the
right rose the chateau with its white facade, and be-
yond it was a wood. A lawn descended to the river,
into which a row of plane trees cast their shadows.

The two friends entered a field of lucern, which
people were spreading. Women wearing straw hats,
with cotton handkerchiefs round their heads, and paper
shades, were lifting with rakes the hay which lay on
the ground, while at the end of the plain, near the
stacks, bundles were being rapidly flung into a long
cart, yoked to three horses.